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grey of tossing sea under a low pall of cloud by day and pitch
blackness by night, of continual and endlessly repeated
routine in every kind of weather hundreds of miles from any
land. There was no romance or glamour attached to that
circum-polar voyage. We carried no sledges and saw no
land. We added to the British Empire no bleak strips of
rock and snow. We carried no dogs except a poor little
mongrel puppy which wandered aboard in Auckland and
was adopted by our soft-hearted Third Engineer. We
carried no aeroplanes. So that our voyage found no place
in the headlines and remained unsung. There was nothing,
after all, to sing about. We left Cape Town in April and
steamed south-eastwards to the ice-edge near Enderby Land.
When within seventy miles of that inhospitable coast we
turned north-east and slowly exchanged the grey skies for the
benediction of a gentle but warm sun. We touched at
Fremantle where they drove us through mile after mile of
grizzled forest, smoking in a dozen directions with forest
fires. Thence we made another trip southwards to the ice-
edge and turned northwards again to Melbourne. During
that trip it was mid-winter. In the far south a grey day-
light struggled to life about eleven o'clock in the morning,
only to give up the struggle again about three in the after-
noon. The rest was pitch black night through which we
wallowed uneasily amid we knew not what dangers. Some-
times there was a moon but her face seemed different and
unfamiliar and even more cold and forlorn above the
Southern Ocean than the moon we knew at home. She
rode more distantly among the snow-filled clouds. Some-
times, again, the night clouds drew apart and there hung
above us in splendour the Southern Lights. Draperies and
curtains, fold upon fold, of pale light shifted and changed
above us while the stars shone through them with diminished
brilliance. In Melbourne we stayed six days and lay near
the proud Orient and P. & Q. liners. The public swarmed
aboard the Discovery II on the Sunday evening when we